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On Railroads, and Stuff... 


Lamentable indeed is the news of the 
request for abandonment of the Tonopah 
& Goldfield Railroad. But to railfans it 
should come as no surprise, for haven't they 
watched most of the desert roads go in 
recent years. True, the first large-scale 
abandonments in that district came shortly 
after the gold strikes in that territory ended. 
Business was scarce and those that had made 
their investment pulled out rather than 
struggle on a starvation diet for years, with 
death the inevitable end. 


Such were the Las Vegas & Tonopah, 
the Bullfrog & Goldfield, and others that 
rose, prospered and withered with the pros- 
perity of the territory. Some selected to 
hang on, to deliver what they could to the 
small communities along their lines, to exist 
with mixed trains, gas motors or at best 
freight service only, to watch their taxes 
build better highways so that the trucks 
and busses could encroach easier and fur- 
ther in their territory, and finally to see the 
ownership of the road on the “block”, to be 
sold to the highest bidder—for scrap. 


That tale was familiar to the Tonopah 
& Tidewater Railroad. Gone, except in the 
memories of those who wish to remember. 
And now the Tonopah & Goldfield. Her 
days were numbered a few years back when 
she was sold to a scrap dealer, only to find 
reprieve with the war. But that activity 
along her line has ceased; her noble effort 
to survive extinction by using diesel power 
has failed. Localities along the track now 
find the tax-supported highway more to 
their choosing. 


No, railfans are not surprised when they 
hear of the Tonopah & Goldfield, and other 
little valiant railroads, succumbing to the 
high pressure of modern business methods. 


It was just a few lines in a metropolitan 
daily, for few would be interasted. But 
there it was: 


“Sonora, Oct. 5, (AP)—The old 
Sierra Railway passenger depot, built 
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here in 1892, burned down last night 
A building of the Chinese pagoda type 
of architecture, it was a_ well-known 
land-mark. 


“William Wennison, freight agent 
who lived on the upper floor of the 
two-story building, said the fire ap- 
parently started from an over-heated 
oil heater. He estimated the 
about $10,000.” 


loss at 


Historical-minded railfans should find a 
great loss in the burning of that depot, 
much more than the $10,000. It, practically 
alone, with its Chinese-style architecture, 
remained to remind one of the hordes of 
Chinese laborers that built the Central 
Pacific across the Sierras, the sands of Ne- 
vada, through the heat and cold. Later 
these Chinese laborers were used in the 
gold mines of the Mother Lode country. So 
it was not surprising when the Sierra Rail- 
way was built just before the turn of the 
century to tap these rich mines that these 
same Chinese laborers should be employed 
in its construction. 


The depot, so states the article, was built 
in 1892. That wasn’t very old as age goes 
in those parts, but what stories the walls 
could have told before they were silenced 
forever by flames. The incessant babblings 
of the Chinese laborers as they toiled with 
rail in the foothills of the Sierras; of the 
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number of famous people that had alighted / 


on the station platform (some in recent 
years when Hollywood specials would oc 
casionally arrive in Sonora); of the con- 
struction trains that passed during the 
building of Lyons Dam and others; and of 
the millions of board feet of lumber that 
were made accessible by the coming of the 
Sierra. 


Everyone who had passed through 
Sonora going east couldn't help but see the 


depot, standing for all to see as a monument | 


to the coolie labor that had helped to build 
so much of the early west. 


Jack Gibson. 
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M. y Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Gerald De. Graham 





The above photograph is the favorite of my collection. 
It is Northwestern Pacific engine 109 heading train 60, once 
the Cazadero passenger, at Manor Station during a re-enact- 
ment in 1941 of what was tensyears before a daily occurance. 
The Cazadero passenger passed my house facing the NeWeP. 
interurban trackage in San Anselmo daily when I was younger, 
and this train and its southbound (or westbound as the S.P. 
management would call it) counterpart number 61 were my 
earliest memories of steam railroad trains. They did much 
toward developing my interest in railroads. For a while 
before the line to Point Reyes was torn up a gas-electric 
took the place of steam on the standard gauge portion. 

The fare-well excursions over the interurban lines with 
old wooden electric cars hauled by old steam engines included 
this special stop at Manor with the 60 in the number board. 

--- Gerald D. Graham 


NOTES FROM THE REDWOOD EMPIRE 

The California Western engine #41, 2-8-0, was 
leased to the Northwestern Pacific for use on the 
southern division, but was returned almost immediately 
when it broke a wheel. Southern Pacific 2297, 46-0, 
was recieved by the NWP the first of November. Rumors 
were generally accepted that a Pacific Lumber Company 
might be leased. =- Ward 

The Petaluma & Santa Rosa is in the process of removing 
its overhead wires. The Two Rock branch is now without over- 
head and the work is progressing westward from Santa Rosa. 

While the Visalia Electric motor has been returned a simlar 
motor has been purchased second hand from a road in Colorado 
and is now lettered "P.&S.Re 2". 

The California Western is hauling logs eastward to Willits 
from Redwood Creek for a new mill in Willits. Operations for 
the Union.Iumber Company at Fort Bragg are becoming more like 
normal dispite continuance of the lumber strike. - Haldkiar 





The Western Railroader © Page Three 








From the files of the P. G. and E. 


comes the saga of the building of the 


Pit River Railroad 


Transportation of supplies and equip- 
ment was a most serious problem when the 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company began 
its program of hydroelectric development 
in the Pit River Basin. How the company’s 
engineers solved this problem by building 
a railroad under seemingly impossible con- 
ditions is a saga of the hardy pioneers of 
engineering in Northern California. 

It is almost thirty years since the P. G. 
and E. started its hydro development on 
the Pit River and its tributaries. The com- 
pany’s construction program called for the 
installation of a number of power plants 
each installed at strategic points along the 
stream's course. 

The Pit River rises in the Cascade 
mountains of northeastern California. It 
carves a deep canyon in its path through 
the so-called Pit River Basin en route south 
and west to form a juncture with the Mc- 
Cloud River and these two rivers are the 
principal headwater-streams of the Sacra- 
mento River. The country which the Pit 
River traverses is mountainous, wild and 
rugged with the mountain flanks heavily 
forested. The Pit canyon is a succession of 
spectacular gorges and waterfalls and is rich 
in natural beauty. Occasional valleys break 
the canyon’s high, precipitous walls. 

The nearest railroad to the company’s 
power construction sites in the Pit region 
was the McCloud River Railroad. This line 
originated at a station on the Southern Pa 
cific Company's Shasta route then known 
as Sisson, but now the town of Mount 
Shasta. The McCloud River Railroad's 
terminus was Bartle, a point about 18 miles 
east of the town of McCloud. The principal 
function of this railroad was to serve as a 
carrier for lumbering interests and it pro- 
vided similar service for agricultural pro- 
jects and other industries in the area. 

The P. G. and E. began its hydroelectric 
development in the Pit River region by 
building two small plants known as Hat 
Creek No. 1 and Hat Creek No. 2, which, 
as the names indicate, are located on Hat 
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Creek, one of the Pit River's important 
tributaries. The plants were completed in 
1921. The next power plant to be installed 
was Pit No. 1. The site of this plant is on 
the banks of the Pit River, but the water 
used for power generation comes from Fall 
River, another tributary of the Pit River. 
Pit 1 is about four miles from Fall River 
Mills. 

Actual construction work on Pit | was 
scheduled to start in the summer of 1921. 
There was urgent need for this plant's 
speedy completion, because a_ state-wide 
power shortage prevailed at the time and 
the 93,000 horsepower capacity of Pit | 
would do much to relieve the shortage. 

In building the smaller Hat Creek 
plants, the company’s engineers found a 
bottleneck in the way of speedy construc- 
tion—the bottleneck of transportation. All 
materials, supplies and equipment for the 
two plants had been laboriously hauled 
from Bartle by horse and mule teams over 
winding unsurfaced mountain roads. In 
winter these roads became quagmires of 
muck and mud over which even twelve 
horse teams found it difficult to haul the 
necessary penstocks, generators, transtorm- 
ers, oil switches and other equipment. In 
extremely cold seasons hydraulic jacks were 
carried by the teamsters to pry loose the 
frozen sled runners after each pause. 

Since horse-drawn transportation was 
recognized as an expensive and insurmount- 
able barrier to speed in constructing Pit 1, 
the engineers decided to build a railroad 
from Bartle to the Pit 1 construction site, 
as a means of saving valuable time and 
considerably reducing the final cost of the 
power plant. 

The line was named the Mount Shasta 
Corporation Construction Railroad, but to 
this day it is remembered as the Pit Rive) 
Railroad. 

As construction work on Pit | was or- 
dered to commence in the summer of 1921, 
it was necessary to make a winter survey of 
the proposed railroad. A surveying crew 
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headed by Charles Davenny, an engineer 
of the McCloud River Railroad, started 
from Bartle towards Pit 1 powerhouse site. 
Another crew of P. G. and E. engineers 
under the direction of E. H. Hatch began 
surveying from Pit 1 towards Bartle. 

Never was a railroad project launched 
under more adverse conditions. It was mid- 
winter when the crews started. The ground 
was covered with a blanket of snow from 
live to filteen feet deep, so heavy that trains 
were operated only. occasionally by the 
McCloud River Railroad. The new rail- 
road’s route lay through heavy timber, 
over mountains and through snow-filled 
gorges and canyons. The surveying crews 
truly were iron men. They were not merely 
picking their way across frozen country by 
day and camping in the snow wherever 
night found them. They were laying out 
the best route for a railroad. They had to 
study contours, to go around mountains 
over which a railroad could not pass. They 
had to select the easiest and most uniform 
grades. And with all this, they had to choose 
the shortest as well as the most feasible 
route—the route that would be cheapest 
to build 

The surveying crews found the route. 
Chey ran levels and set stakes. And at times 
the stakes were ten-feet long because of the 
depth of the snow. These iron men of the 
Pit River country accomplished what was 
believed to be impossible—they surveyed a 
railroad over a blanket of deep snow. 
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The McCloud River Railroad built a 
four-mile spur from Bartle and from this 
spur the P. G. and E. Company's railroad 
extended about 30 miles to Pit | site. The 
road was standard gauge. Along its path no 
grade was more than four per cent and no 
curve more than 15 degrees. It was com- 
pleted one month after construction work 
had started on Pit 1. 

Pit | was finished in slightly more than 
a year, almost a record for building a 
powerhouse of Pit one’s magnitude, and to 
the Pit River Railroad went most of the 
credit for this. early completion. 

The next powerhouse to be built on 
the Pit River was Pit 3, the site of which 
is about 21 miles down the Pit River from 
Pit 1. A branch of the Pit River Railroad, 
approximately 10 miles long, was construc- 
ted in 1923 to serve the needs of Pit 3. The 
branch left the Pit River Railroad about 
18 miles east of Bartle at a point in Cayton 
Valley. Later, a four-mile extension of this 
branch was made to provide transportation 
of material for Pit 4 dam near Pit 3 power- 
house. Further surveys were made for a 
railroad extending from Pit 4 dam to other 
powerhouses proposed to be built on the 
Pit River, but this line was not built. 

The Pit River Railroad was operated 
entirely by P. G. and E. personnel. Its 
rolling stock consisted of three locomotives 
and three gasoline speeders and a number 
of box and flat cars. Its total cost was about 
$1,335,000. Over this line was transported 
350,000 tons of material, all of which went 
into the building of Pit 1 and Pit 3 power- 
houses and Pit 4 dam. 















According to popular conception, the 
Pit River Railroad now is only a ghost rail- 








road. It is a ghost in that its memory lingers 

on in the minds of the engineers who built 

it. It has long since been abandoned; its 

tracks torn up and the rolling stock and 

steel have been sold. Portions of the road- Ss. P Orders 20 
bed now are used by trucks and automo- sigyies 


biles. Other portions slowly are returning Diesel-Electric 
to their original condition. Young trees Freight Engines 


and etagne Py growing whine a ao The Southern Pacific has 
motives and trains of cars passed regularly. ordered 20 diesel-electric 


Soon there will be little left as a reminder freight locomotives of 6000 pte 
that here once existed a busy railroad—a horsepower for freight service | -" 
railroad small in mileage compared with in addition to the recent pur-—) 447. 


chase of five passenger diesel over 


other lines, but large in critical importance electrics for the Shasta and 
to the hydroelectric development of the other trains. 
Pit River Basin ] reet 
; » orig 
© been 
YOSEMITE VALLEY EQUIPMENT “4 
Coaches 502 and 303 have gone to the apache Railway of - 
the Southwestern Pine Mills. 
Ore Cars 1239 and 1243 are stored at the Colgate-Palm- of K 
Olive-Peets plant at Berkeleye - Turner > byr 
Observation car 330 was seen in Bayshore yards, en route? ~ 
SACRAMENTO STREET CARS GET NEW LEASE B cont 
A new lease on life was given the remaining lines of the || i828 
Sacramento City Lines when the company was given to the l2th jm when 
to make the final change over. 1 the 
half 
SACRAMENTO STREET CARS STILL RUN > Mark 


A new lease on life was given the remaining car lines of 
the Sacramento City Lines when the company was given until 
November 12th to make the change-over. Confusion over the 
rerouting of the busses hes caused a big fusse -= Harrison 


SANTA FE RETIRES OLD SWITCHERS 

Old 9419, O-4-OT, originally #1 of the Santa Fe Terminal 
in San Francisco is in storege at Needles since the early part 
of the year and is not likely to see service again. 

Number 9257, O-6-OT, former roundhouse spotter is now in 
the boneyard at San Bernardino. 

Number 9450, 0-6-OT, former roundhouse spotter at “inslow 
and Bakersfield is in the boneyard at the latter city along 
with 718, 2-8-0, 968, 2-10-2, and 1665, 2-10-2.-=P.C. Kauke 

Number 9011, 0-6-0, has been rented to the Consolidated 
Rock Products Company for use at its Puente Largo plant. 





TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD SHUTS DOWN 

The Army-owned diesel-electric having been returned the 
Tonopah & Goldfield was forced to resort to its gas-electric 
rail-car to return the foreign cars still on the road after 
the embargo went into effect. Hearings on the abandonment 
took place in Reno with Tonopah and Goldfield residents yell- 
ing their heads off with apparently little suceess.-McKeon 
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The roof of the Haight Street carhouse part- 
ially caved-in resulting in all cars being moved to 
a Avenue yard and trolley coaches to Potrero 
arne 

The Municipal Railway is still turning out 



















—_ various designs and shades of its new green and 
0 cream color combination. A light green with a cream wing 
lee design on the side was used for Pcc 1001. 
pur- Trackwork is now under construction to connect the H 
esel. ine with the outer end of the 25 line at Army and Potrero. 
snd | Over a hundred and fifty feet of new track is being laid. 
The sewer construction has been finished on Church st- 
reet and the J and 22 lines have been returned to their 
original routing. The four track section on Church has 
| been reduced to two tracks. 
f 4 
Abandonment of the outside tracks on Market Street west 
: of Kearny will take place shortly according to an announcemant 
by railway officials. All service west of Kearny will be 
ate? on the inside tracks and the outside tracks will be abandoned- 
except for limited use during the relaying of the inside tracks 
) contract for which has been let. Temporary wooden safty- 
the islands will be erected pending construction of permanent ones 
th when the outside tracks are torn up sometime next year. As 
: the inside tracks will NOT be sufficien@ during the rush hours 
» half of the cars on the 5 and 31 cars will be switched back at 
Market Street during the peak hours. 
of "Railfans Report" -- Golding, Tussing, and Ward 
. _ PACIFIC ELECTRIC STARTS MODERNIZATION OF NWP AND IER CARS 
3 A half million dollar program is now under 
way on the Pacific Electric Railway to modern- 
4ze the 71 former Northwestern Facific and Inter- 
urban Electric (S-P.) cars, from the San Francisco 
nal Bay area. The program will consist of removal 
part of the wire gates and installation of trapdoors 
and enddoors, gas partitioned smoking compartments, 80 new 
| in revolving tubalar-frame seats, new shatter-proof glass in 
the windows, aluminum ceiling lining with bullseye lights 
slow | over the seats and repainting inside and out. The first 
& > cars have gone through the shops and it is planned to run 
e > the cars through Torrance shops at the rate of five per 
ed month. 
A re-numbering of the 4500 class cars to 500 class will 
| take place during modernization. 4600 class cars will be 
- renumbered 450 class unless and until they are equipped with 
’ USA brake valves which are being recovered from the 1000 
she class wooden cars as they are scrapped. Until the USA valves 
ic are installed the former IER cars can not run in multiple 
r with the NWP cars of the 4500 class or the 4600's equipped 
it | with the U5A valves to be renumbeped in the 400's. 
s11- F --- Interurbans 





The former IER combination cars have been numbered in 
the 4700 class except former 4703 (IER 628) which has been 
equipped with USA brake valves so that it may work with the 
4500's. The 4703 has been renumbered 4599. -- Liebman 
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SAN DIEGO SETS DATE FOR MORE STREET CAR ABANDONMENTS 

The San Diego Electric has announced that on December 8 
the #4 and #12 lines in south San Diego will be replaced by 
busses and routes 1, 3, 9 and 20 are scheduled for the near 
future. The last three lines, 2, 7 and ll, are given only 
a couple of years before abandonment. -- Eric Sanders 


The Sacramento Northern has been authorized to 
abandon 1.3542 miles of trackage in Chico, California, 


extending from a connection with the main line at Ninth 
and Main to River Roade--Harrison és 


S. P. NARROW GAUGE ENGINE LEASED TO CONTRACTOR 

Southern Pacific narrow gauge engine #8, 4-6-0, has 
been leased since July to the Morrison-Knudson Company 
which has been working on the U.S. Gypsum Company line at 
Plaster City. The S.Pe line has only two locomotives 
now stationed at Keeler to handle the narrow gauge bus- 
iness--numbers 9 and 18, both 4-6-O's. -- Kauke 


SHIPYARD TRAIN TOURS KZSY SYSTEM : 
sD LOc, The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society's 
: Pacific Coast Chapter operated November 16th what 
will go down in the records as the first fan trip 
where the fans owned the train. The recently 
‘ = acouired two-car train of former WY el cars from 
% ff & the Shipyard Railway was operated over the Key 
“cu 30 System's C, E and F lines with members of the socie 
and a few invited guests on board. A Key crew and a escort 
of a radio-equipped official's auto was supplied for the tour 
which was limited to the non-train control trackage east of 
40th street. 
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Interurbans Issues Special on BAMBERGER RAILROAD 


Your editor wishes to go on record as nominating the 
special bulletin of Interurbans on the Bamberger Railroad 
as finest and most complete write-up on an electric rail- 
way to be issued todate. History and roster extends back 
to the steam operation of the Salt Lake and Ogden and even 
steam fans with 50¢ on hand will do well to send it to 
Ira Swett at 1414 South Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, 
Calif. 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Sierra Railroad freight headed by 2-8-2 


number 34 as photographed by Lucius Beebe for his new book, 
"Mixed Train Daily" on the short lines of america. 
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